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Christien Youth leaders Conference 


Christian youth leaders frem 12 countries gathered from October 27-30, 
at Presinge, near Geneva, under the auspices of the Youth Department and the Re- 
construction Department of the World Council of Churches to evaluate the spirit- 
ual and material needs of young people, and to consider ways and means of broad- 
ening the scope of church youth activities. Participants made tentative plans 
for international youth canps in Germany, Italy, Hungary, Switzerland, Czecho- 
slovakia, and France; for exchange of Christian youth ieaderss; for national 
youth training programmes; for puodlication and exchanges of literature. 
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Representatives from the German Churches end frem Allied Military 
y Authorities in Germany pointed out the disillusionment, lack of leadership, and 
d . feeling of isolation among the German youth, "An excellent opportunity existed 
; in 1945 to persuades a reasonable proportion of German youth to follow the Christ- 
: ian way", said Mr. David Stevens, responsible for religious youth affairs in the 
4 British Zone, "but the opportunity is becoming progressively less, so that the 


problem becomes more urgent. German youth a be invited out of their country, 
7 have an opportunity to attend leadership trainint camps and work camps, exchange 
i _ literature with countries abroad, and have contact with other youth through 

: correspondence and joint projects". Among cther projects proposed te achieve 
these ends is an international training course at Bad Boll, to which 80 to 100 
foreign youth leaders will be invited. "All expenses will be paid once they are 
within the German border, we only ask for food to be provided", said Manfred 
Muller, head of youth activities of the German Evangelical Church, "It is one 
way in which we can repay the other countries for their kindness to us in these 
post-war days", 


LE. Norrie, head of youth activities for the American Military 
Government, noted the fast growing youth movements in all four zones of occupe- 
tion. "At the present time, 43% of the 11/2 million organised youth in the 
American zone, and 60% of the $00,000 in the British zone are members of church 
groups", he said. 
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Attending the conference were representatives from Austria, Belgium, 
Britain, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, the Y.M.C.A., Y.iWC.A., World's Student Christian Federation, and 
Allied Military Authority. Some of the proposals discussed were a Hungarian re- 
quest for 20 to 30 young people for a summer work camp, the possibility of youth 
consultation teams to visit all countries end discuss with church youth leaders 
their problems, methods of working more closely with industrial youth. A part- 
icularly interesting proposal was the invitation of the Italian Protestant youth 
for volunteer young workers to cooperate with them in the construction of ig 
"Agape", the youth community centre where young people throughout the world can 
realise in practical living the principles of Christian brotherhood, 


The sentiment of the conference was voiced by Miss Jean Fraser of 
England, Secretary of the Youth Department and co-chairman of the conference, 
when she said that "although finuncial help was essential to realise many of 
the projects, even if it were not forthcoming, youth work would go on," 


The spirit of the conference may be illustrated by the statement of 
the Czech representative: "We remember what we had to go through ourselves, he 
said, Consequently we understand the present German situation better than if 
we had not suffered. It is humiliating to us all to know how far human civil- 
isation has gone. We will not forget the Germans, we shall pray for them and I 
hope that you will give priority to their needs rather than to ours,'" 


The conference was the outgrowth of the World Conference of Christ- 
ian Youth held this swnmer at Oslo and the following-up conference at Lund. It 
is proposed that similar area planning conferences be held in other regions in 
the near future. E.P.S.Geneva 


News Sheet of the Youth Department 


The Youth Department of the World Council of Churches has just 
published the first number of its new "News Sheet", which is to appear every 
two months, In a word of greeting addressed to the readers for whom this news 
sheet is intended, the General Secretary of the World Council, Dr W.A. Visser 
't Hooft, describes the task of the Youth Department (on the basis of its 
statutes) as "the attempt to unite the church youth movements in a world-wide 
community, and to build up this community as a direct expression of the faith 
and life of the young membership of the Churches; this fellowship to be part 
of the wider fellowship of the Churches in and through the World Council cf 
Churches, in cooperation with the Christian youth movements which shared in the 
Oslo Conference in the summer of 1947, This is not merely a good idea and an 
interesting adventure but a definite task, to which the present younger genera- 
tion in the Church is called by the Lord of the Church." 


The secretary of the Youth Department, Miss Jean M. Fraser, describes 
the monthly News Sheet as "a channel of communication" between church youth 
leaders and groups in many countries. "Like everything else in the Youth Depart- 
ment, such a News Sheet, to embrace youth of all Churches in all parts of the 
world, has never been attempted before... We must build up a News Sheet with a 
character of its own, It will not happen in one issue or two, It will depend 


on world-wide cooperation," 


.. .. Digitized by the Internet Archive ~ 
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The General Secretary of the World Council of Christian Education, 
Dr Forrest L. Knapp, says in his introductory remarks: "(me of the great 
tragedies in our Churches is that so much good experience in youth work is known 
only to the few, not to the many. The News Sheet will be a channel through which 
that tragedy can be corrected. I am sure the blessings of success will attend 
the work of the Youth Department and of this, one of its first projects, because 
the officers of the Department are listening to the Voice of God," 


The first number publishes an account of the World Youth Conference 
at Oslo and the Faith and Order movement. It describes the nature and composi- 
tion of the World Assembly to bé held at Amsterdam in 1948, And finally there 
is a programme for Christian education, which has been worked out by Dr G. Baez- 
Camargo (Mexico) in the light of the experiences of the big Christian conferences 
held last summer, 


Copies should be ordered where possible from national church youth 
secretaries or from the Youth Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, The 
Cost-1s 2 Swiir. (2/64, 50 cents, etc.) E.P.S. Geneva 


New President of World's Y.W.C.A, 


At the Council meeting of the World's Y.W.C.4. which has just closed 
at Hangshow, China (see E.P.S. No. 36) Miss Lilace R. Barnes of the United States 
was elected President in place of iliss C.M. van Asch van Wijck. 


Miss Barnes is from Chicago and served for 8 years as President of 
the Y.W.C.4. in that city. She has also served as volunteer metropolitan secret- 
ary of the Student Department of the National Y.W.C.A. of U.S.A. and was elected 
to the National Board in 1936. In 1945, on a visit to Geneva to attend the 
Executive Meeting of the World's Y.W.C.A. she also visited a number of European 
countries on behalf of the National Board of the Y.W.C.A. of U.S.A. to investigate 


on conditions in liberated countries. E.P.o. Geneva 
U.S.5.R. The Theological Colleges - The Concern of ail 
Christians 


The Rector of the Theological Academy in Moscow, Professor S.W. 
Savinkov, who is also the leader of the Moscow Priests! Seminary, writes a de- 
tailed report in Volume 7 cf the "Newspaper of the Moscow Patriarchate" concern- 
ing the creation of a scholarship fund, to facilitate the education of future 
priests. This fund consists cf contributions which have been paid into the fund 
every month by th parishes of Moscow since January lst, 1947. By the beginning 
of February the money collected amounted to 10,000 roubles, and since then it 
has been increased by large donations from several diocesan committees who "on 
their own initiative gave direct assistance to the young church colleges in their 
efforts to improve the provisions for the right fulfilment of their task." 
Thirty-thousand roubles were contributed in this way by the Bishop of Krasncdar 
and the Kuban, 


The Patriarch is anxicus that the scholarship fund shall not be treat- 
ed as untouchable capital, cf which only the interest is available for use, The 
intention is rather that the capital itself shall be distributed. In order to 
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ensure that the capital shall not dry up, the generosity of the faithful must 
become 2 moral duty tc allocate a definite proportion of their current income 
to the scholarship fund, which will thus always be maintained. The example of 
the Moscow parishes, who have promised to support the fund with regular contri- 
butions, is so encouraging that the method adopted by them may be recommended, 
even if the fund fluctuates, and scmetime has more, sometime less, cash in hand. 


The Commission which is responsible for organising the scholarship 
fund therefore sent an appeal to all the Bishops, asking them to suggest that 
the parishes in their dioceses should do the same, In this way the theolegical 
colleges of the Orthodox Church will become the general concern of all Christ- 


LANs. BP. o., Geneva 
GHRMANY Insecurity 


A Berlin periodical called "Horizon" publishes an article in its 
Uctobernumber, attacking the denunciations in Germany. 
"The general conditions and the loss of dignity", says the article, 
"have already gone so far, that one is never safe from slanderous denunciations, 
even in the closest circles af friends. Minutes of the discussions between the 
Roman Catholic youth leaders of Saxony are said te have been in the hands of 
the political police within a few hours. The day after, Otto Gallus, of the 
Christian Democratic Union, whe took an active part in Catholic youth work, had 
disappeared without leaving a trace. A 21-year-old student of theology in Leip- 
zig, Werner Ihmels, of the same Christian Democratic Union, son of the Director 
of the Leipzig Evangelical Mission, and the lisison-officer between the Free 
German Youth and the Protestant Church leaders of the Province of Saxony, was 
shadowed for days by German civilians, and has completely disappeared since 
. September 16th. A number of 16 and 17-year-old schoclboys belonging to his 
circle were arrested by the German police. German police also examined the 
flats of persons doing Christian youth work. No official explanation has yet 


been received," HePede GENEVA 
INDONESIA Independent Churches 


Between 1930 and 1940 a number «f Protestant Churches in Indonesia 
have formed themselves into independent Churches. The first one to do so was 
the Batak Church in 1930. The Church in the Eastern part of Java, and scme 
others, soon followed suit. A few months ago the Church of the Island of Sangir 
was constituted and on October 18, the Church of the Toradjas at Posso, in the 
isiend of Celebes. 


On October 31, the Church of Timor alse became independent, but will 
continue to be part of the Protestant Church of Indonesia, It has 200,000 
members, The President cf the Committee cf the Protestant Church of Indonesia, 
Pastor H,H. van Herwerden, and some representatives of the Government of Batavia 
and of Western Indonesia, were present at the ceremony, E.P.o.Geneva 
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Travels of the General Secretaries of the I.M.C, 


As a follow-up of the Conference of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil held at Whitby, Canada, in July, the London Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, Rev. Norman Goodall, and the New York Secretary Dr J.il. 
Decker, will undertake long trips in different parts of the world. 


The purposes of their trips are to follow-up the Whitby Conference 
through consultation with churck and mission leaders for an advance movement in 
evangelism; to strengthen the National Christian Councils in local support, 
personnel and programme; to cooperate with Church World Service in its material 
relief, personnel rehabilitation, and rural reconstruction programmes. 


Dr Decker left the United States on October 15 and will arrive in 
Manila in the middle of November, He will be visiting also Shanghai, Bangkok, 
Tokyo and Seoul. He will especially have the responsibility of discussing with 
representatives of the Christian Councils the desirability of reginnal organisa- 
tion to coordinate and strengthen the Christiati movement in East Asia. Dr Decker 
will be back in the U.S.A. at the end of March 1948, 


Mr. Goodall will leave London in the middle of November. He will 
visit North and South India, Ceylon, Burma, New Zealand and Australia, In 
addition to the strengthening of the National Christian Councils, he will take 
part in the Preparatory Conference to be held in Sydney for the missionary and 
church work in the South West Pacific. He is expected back in England in the 
Spring of 1948, E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Increased Help for Relief and Reconstruction 


According to Dr. A.L. warnshuis, kxecutive Vice-President of Church 
World Service, the Protestant and Urthodox Churches of Americu sent more than 
13,0U0,000 pounds weight of relief and reconstruction supplies abroad through 
Caurch World Service. This total, valued conservatively at $5,350,000 included 
both contributed supplies and goods purchased with funds donated by Churches and 
individuals, 


Dr Warnshuis said that Church World Service, on behalf of the Americ- 
an Churches, is asking the millions of new and old contributors to aim at a total 
of 20,000,0CO pounds weight for 1947, In 1946 about 11, 000,000 were shipped 
through this interdenominational organisation. "It is feared that the approach- 
ing winter may be the severest yet experienced in either Europe or Asial, he 
declared. "Americans must increase their efforts to avert disaster in these 


areas." E.P.S. Geneva 
NETHERLANDS Meeting of Bible Translators 


The Dutch Bible Society held an international conference of Bible 
translators at Woudschoten, near Zeist, from October 16 to 21, Among the part- 
icipants was M. E.A. Nida, secretary of the translation department of the Americ- 
an Bible Society, whose book on the translation of the Bible has just appeared, 
His colleague from the British Bible Society, Canon N.D. Coleman, was also 
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present. The conference was attended by delegates from the following countries: 
Denmark, England, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United States, 


The conference decided to recommend all the translators to base their 
studies on the masoretic text in the case of the Cld Testament, and on the 
Nestle edition in the case of the New Testament. 


This international conference provided an opportmity for contacts 
to be madé between Bible translators from many different countries. It sent a 
number of suggestions to the United Bible Societies as to how these contacts 
might be strengthened. Furthermore the United Bible Society has been asked to 
study the possibility of translating the Bible into every language in the world. 
It is estimated that there are 2,500 languages in existence. Up to the present 
the whole Bible has been translated into 185 languages, and part of the Bible 


into 1,090. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREECE Sunday Schools 


In spite of the difficult situation in Greece today, the Sunday 
schools have made fresh progress since last year. In Athens the schools organ- 
ised by the Zoe" movement now number 190, as compared with 143 in 1946 and 111 
in 1945. in the whole country there are 622 such schools, with 90,0CO pupils, 


in addition to this, 57,UC0 children have attended special courses 
of religious instruction given by theological students, by professors, and by 


young laymen who heve had a special training for this work. E.P.S.Geneva 
YUGOSLAV IA Initiative of the Reformed Pastors 


The Reformed pastors of Hungarian origin in Yugoslavia have sent a 
memorandum tc the Reformed Syned cf Hungary, asking them to look into the ques- 
tion cf introducing a Church constitution to include all the Reformed Hungarian 
parishes in the world, within the setting of a World Association of Reformed 
Hungarians. 


The Yugoslavian pastors decided to unify their sermons by following 
the texts indicated for the Sunday in the list of daily Bible readings. As an 
important innovation the sermons preached by the pastors in one diocese will be 
discussed by the pastors!’ association of another diocese, which will enable them 
to keep a constant check on one another. 


At the moment the Pastors' Association of Hungary is studying one of 
the most important problems facing the Hungarian Reformed Church: that of the 
conditions of church membership. Bishop Sandor Agoston has sent out a circular 
letter tc all the pastors in his diocese, urging them to follow with close 
attention the movement of spiritual revival which is taking place within the 
Reformed Church cf Hungary, since the Yugoslavian pastors must not remain out- 
side it, E.P.o.Geneva 
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GARMANY Cooperation Between the E.K.D. and the Free Churches 


In Assenheim at the invitation of the German Evangelical Church, de- 
leysates from six other Christian Churches met to discuss the question of co- 
operation, In free discussion all the participants tried to reach agreement, 
that Protestant Christians in Germany are unmistakably being admonished by God 
to assume responsibility for one another and for service to the German people 
and to the world. In view of this responsibility, and through confidence in 
the power given by their commen Lord, the delegates agreed to recommend to their 
Churches that they should form a datina ba basis for cooperation, md prepare a 
plan for this cooperation withcut delay. 


In addition to the German Evangelical Church, (E.K.).) the following 
Churches are taking part in this new joint work: the Free Evangelical Church 
Assoclaticn, the Evangelical Association, the Episcopal Methodist Church, the 
Association of Free Evangelical Churches, the Union cf German Mennonites and 


the Old Catholic Church, E.P.3.Geneva 
GERMANY Induction cf Bishop Hahn in the Eastern Zone 


The new Bishop of the Province of Saxony, Dr Hugo Hahn, has been in- 
ducted at Meissen Cathedral by the President of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church of Germany, Bishop Wurm, The consecration was carried through by the 
following clergymen: Dr Hrling Eidem, Archbishop of Sweden, Prof. Andres Nygren, 
ef Lund, Dr Bodensisck, representing the Federal Council cf the Churches of 
Christ in America, and Bishop Meiser, of Munich, President cf the Couneil of 
the Lutheran Evangelical Churches in Germany, Dr. Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, 
whe is abrcad at present was represented by scme of his cooperators. Some re- 
presentatives from the other Evangelical provincial Churches also tock part in 
the ceremony, including Bishop Lilje of Hanover. 


The ceremony in the Cathedral was followed by speeches of congratula- 
tion in the Albrechtsburg, including good wishes from the representative of 
the Russian Occupying Authority, Lieutenant Kotshetoff, and speeches by Otto 
Buchwitz, President cf the Diet of Saxony, and by Minister-President Max Seyde- 
witze Both these speeches menticned the claims cf the Saxon Constitution in 
which freedom of religious practice is guaranteed, and promised to safeguard 
this freedom at all times. 


Dr Bodensieck expressed the congratulations cf the representatives 
of foreign Churches who were present, saying that he was "deeply impressed by 
the progressive spirit, the realistic courage and the readiness to believe and 
to suffer, which he had observed in the Churches of the Eastern Zonc," 

EP.S. Geneva 


BELGIUM Progress in the Work of Church Building 


On Ceteber 5, the Protestant community of Herstal, Li¢ge, had invited 
the sister=churches from the whole district to“thanksgiving service, to lay the 
foundation-stone of the new church, This building is the joint work of a large 
number of Christians who come to work on it every evening after their ordinary 
day's work, so as to get the building finished more quickly. In Courcelles a 
tean of volunteers, by sacrificing their holidays have succeeded in repairing 
the damaged church, EP... Geneva 


ors 


eanowdio gett edt bie .C.dad and nee nto B soktasg0°9 


eb glotudd Laok Tans eve nema!) edt bo oso bated wend old ts stun at 
«09 ty solsaaug eid gesosih ot dem galomdd ms dete ted toulto xy ane 
pimemeg mes nosy oF hetad edicqgtod teq alt, Lis noLaapoeth oper: al. 
bot) Wd boratdembs yaked yldnasde tages ants yemieD ot ann dtesat 
elgoog neuriedodt of saiviwe xol ban ‘terldons ato. toh YE Lbike. 

af ooneh thao dgeendtts bes gx éLidtegnqest plat ‘to wotv a ! 
thedd oS baamnoset oF beotys. peed ma eit bod crognmc thor ee ats 
§ omgeigd bm ytoktstaqee tol shacd od htt ry fis pete yp 


Batwollot acid . t hig dedl) yo wo. Koel t) aouowe. summer) pr ath 5 skal la ra 
doruns) isotlesnnvd sort edd attuw cabot wet eke of tung, . 


ont ,dowsd) tetbodtsh Low edgit ud. t otteioosak tsoiLeganve ott 
Bas sodinosneM neurtel) to ached ‘uid eodaraaaD fcotiegnovil sort 
STON. 8. Td ' ie ambit he 


SS Ais ng orig git fhe) L gods if %® yoda uber yay le wan! 


eal ogad ee nisl ogo wl. .wroxse 40 eorkwont ent "ho pees men, ol ub of re 

Iseifognsyl «it to Liomod edt to taubiesT edd yo Laaheddsd noeatel s " 
arid yd iigurorseit bholvisa enw soltexovenve, aT oud — Asha ton) 
MWY sows ,Torl pwebews To qorle todo"na mebi | Hablxa fos te 
‘n ty sexed alt Ls Ltoned Letothe} od: snitoonetyes { SL RM 

‘to {tomo odd to dnebtavtd .dotauvl to .teeieM qoretd er 

iisoh to qodeit ,auifedti ,s0 4 yiemied af aeromdd Leak Loans 
“81 em ,utotnisqoon sin ‘te ome W hednesotqes saw Fwy oe 
nt Susq doot rele eoedoudd Lefonivotg fsokfeyaevl aot ent fe 
eTavouel to af Ltd gosta be aodtbwy 


a 
ry rs) 


ebisisigios Jo sgdoegge yd bey joLtor enw Lattharltad end ab sptoinotane tlt a 
io evidsdnsootye olf mot? eoetw boos snékutomek Es exits ILA © et 
OFTU. yw seulseocs has el tutedetow toanuduekt ewtirodted 4 


eabyed xoM tnabinordt=te te bon wd bas ,ynoxe? to takd edd ty tare 


ah re Ry shedoian 4h woxee odd th entelo edt hexi: vio nen seddesqe ¢ is 

. busygetae of heatawoig bus abe ped Fi ENR at vo.idos i pti) % 

; | ay! ARS fy Me 

soy tdadcesenqes oft Ls saothetute tying, any bovactage spate 

: YG beseotgnk yiqueb* sew od decd pobyoe ydooeig erow odw eenem 

bas avetled ad boeken % ned bits ORS! ne ynawis hao pl f. be i 
Cooly nretecd 

Sy ort ge Se 
path thet fost), to ach ult eo ornott , 

p Petival fed youltd fad oH be ytd beusaunn incivagiuen odd ie * | 
en} ol od .ootviun ynivigedandiad podwhe te efomw eetg HON ‘ada 
oy Rg es 0 hin Bc Be Reece bf bul elat omuda Went ig ne 

Yimibin sludt tots gatneve rove abu DW, od oma. ontw. ey 


+ peLleaoumd at yelaodun “sum Omri? | an ktil Red oat doa 
WTA qut ah behestona avad “vty “shad Pesan Ae 
BYuiEd Xie Tpit ‘ 


\ i i] ' 1 


